
 

 
 

AUGUST MUSINGS 
My dear Parishioners, friends and well wishers of St. Dominic Savio Parish Wadala, 
The month of August unleashes a surge of patriotism in our nation and for us Christians,  
15th August calls for a dual celebration of India’s independence from the clutches of the 
British as well as the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary . Both are in some way connected to each other; the 
common element being ‘Freedom’. Independence day is a freedom from foreign rule and domination to self-rule and 
governance, while Assumption is seen as freedom from the limited and incomplete life to the bliss of eternal and 
perpetual life. 
 

Solemnity of the Assumption: This feast was celebrated as early as the 6th Century when it was known as the feast 
of ‘Dormition’(falling asleep). It was believed that Mary died in the presence of the apostles and was buried but when 
they exhumed the tomb later to gather some relics, it was empty and this led to the conclusion that Mary was taken up 
to heaven body and soul. There are many such theories to support this cause. However it was only in 1950 that Pope 
Pius XII proclaimed the assumption of Mary as a dogma (Truth revealed by God) of the Catholic Church in these 
words, “The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever- Virgin Mary having completed the course of her earthly life was 
assumed body and soul into heaven.” Assumption thus completes God’s work in her since it was not fitting that the 
flesh that had given life to God himself should ever undergo corruption. It is God’s crowning of His work as Mary ends 
her earthly life and enters eternity. The Assumption thus looks into eternity and gives us hope that we too will follow 
our Lady when our life is ended. 

Independence Day : Its 69 years since India received her independence from the clutches of The British and these 
years of freedom have been a roller-coaster ride for the citizens; witnessing many highs and lows but nevertheless 
enjoying the journey. I’m sure that this year too the same speeches and messages will be delivered and circulated 
across different social networking platforms. Government officials will use this day as a yardstick to measure their 
achievements while shoving important and unattended issues under the carpet. I can barely remember few speeches 
that have had a soul stirring impact on the nation. My mind goes back to the late and most beloved President of India: 
APJ Abdul Kalaam who in one of his powerful speeches posed this question to the nation:  “What is that for which we 
would like to be remembered for by future generations?” Is it the temples or Churches we’ve built or the people we’ve 
killed or the trees we’ve destroyed ? Well each one of us would love to wield a beautiful history for the future to look 
upto. My dear parishioners, I’m often perplexed to see that we Christians are quite complacent in our communities and 
seldom contribute our services to the nation. We refrain from encouraging our kids to compete in civil service 
examinations or join government organisations. We fail to have a knowledge of our civic rights, duties and 
responsibilities and easily blame the government that plays on the ignorance of its citizens. Ours is a community 
whose voice is often stifled and we wake up only when we’re attacked. Christ has a powerful message for us 
Christians: “Be the Light and Salt of the Earth” A pinch of salt adds great taste to food and as Christians who are in 
minority; we’re called to bear witness in the society around us by treading the path of love and peace. When the tri-
colour unfurls this independence day, I wish that deep within we ignite a spark of change in us and promise to 
contribute much more to the glory of our nation. 

VianneySunday :2nd August we celebrate Vianney Sunday, we pray for priests that they may continue to fulfill the 
mission of Christ and touch the lives of people. Let’s keep in mind the priests of our parish who serve the Church 
selflessly and tirelessly. May God Bless each one of them. 

Bicentenary of Don Bosco :Saint John Bosco loved the youth. He drew them closer to prayer, the sacraments, to an 
honest living and to be dedicated to work.  He founded the Society of Saint Francis de Sales, the Institute of the 
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and the SalesianCooperators and the Association of the  

Past Pupils of his school. Under the guidance of Mary Help of Christians, John Bosco worked untiringly for the good of 
the Church. His ambition was to bring to God the souls of prodigals.  His motto: “Give me Souls – Take away the rest”. 
We are coming to the closing Ceremony of the Bicentenary year of Don Bosco’s birth. May Don Bosco  inspire each 
one of us become Good Christians and Honest Citizens. Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr. Edwin Colaco,SDB    

Parish Priest 
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GOSPEL SHARING IN THE SCC MEETINGS:  August 2015 
Theme:   DO YOU WANT TO GO AWAY TOO? 

 

Step 1: Opening Hymn / We invite the Lord in our midst 
All the ends of the earth, All you creatures of the sea, Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord 
For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea, has come with justice for the world 
Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, the wonders He has done in every age. 
 

Step 2: Read the Gospel text John 6:60-69 
On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”  Aware that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to 
where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full 
of the Spirit[a] and life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.”For Jesus had known from the beginning which 
of them did not believe and who would betray him.65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to 
me unless the Father has enabled them.” From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him. “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 
 

Step 3: We pick out words and phrases which struck us and repeat 3 times 
 

Step 4: We remain silent for 2 minutes and allow God to speak to us. 
 

Brief commentary: His disciples were incredulous and started to break their bond with Jesus- they eventually returned 
to their former way of life and no longer walked with him. At this point Jesus was somewhat saddened. Then Jesus 
said to the twelve: “Do you also want to leave?” 
Some believers create their own comfort zones in joining church organization or even when going to Mass. Eventually 
their fidelity is tested when they are asked to believe in the teachings of the church. For example: if they are asked to 
submit to the Sacrament of Confession some will argue that they need not Confess because they can directly ask 
forgiveness from God. There are others who doesn’t attend Mass simply because the Priest gives boring homilies 
several will eventually distance themselves from the church and join other denominations that suits them. 
For those who are undecided, this is the question that is posed to us: Do you also want to leave the church? Like Peter 
we should also say: Jesus to whom shall we go? The church that you have built through Saint Peter is the ONE, 
HOLY, CATHOLIC and APOSTOLIC Church  

 
Step 5 :We share on what struck in the Gospel Passage: 
Questions for sharing 
Do you know of someone who has left the Church or rejected Christ? What sort of relationship do you have with that 
person? How can you help them return? 
 

Step 6: Read Previous minutes, Discuss the task to be carried out for the month of August  
 Step 7: Concluding Hymn:  

  If you wish to be my disciple, Take up your cross and follow me. 

 Whoever loves his life, will only loose it, It’s only sacrifice that brings one gain. 
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Communities animating 

Sunday Liturgy 
8.8.2015   Sat  6.30 pm Family Cell 

9.8.2015   Sun 10.30 am Marina Colony 

15.8.2015 Sat 6.30 pm  Legion of Mary 

16.8.2015 Sun 10.30 am Parish Lit. Team 

22.8.2015 Sat 6.30 pm BPT Colony 

23.8.2015 Sun 10.30 am Dosti Acres 

29.8.2015 Sat 6.30 pm Bhakti Park 

30.8.2015 Sun 10.30 am Post Office 

5.9.2015  Sat 6.30 pm Sunday School 

6.9.2015 Sun 10.30 am Parish Council 

 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
2.8.2015    Vianney Sunday 
8.8.2015    Renewal of marriage vows followed by talk on 

“Complimenting each other through differences” 
                   By Fr. Ajoy Fernandes 
14.8.2015  Vigil Mass for Sunday School Children 
15.8.2015  Our Lady of Assumption Feast..   
                  Flag hoisting at  7.45 am 
16.8.2015  Bicentenary celebration of Don Bosco. Mass at  
                  9.15 am followed by programme in the parish hall.  

Please collect entry pass from Salesian Cooperators 
22.8.2015 Anniversary of our church and induction of Parish 

Priest at 6.30 pm Mass 
30.8.2015 Nativity Novenas begins 
5.9.2015   Death Anniversary of Fr. Ronnie Menezes and 

Teacher’s Day 
8.9.2015   Feast of Nativity 
 *****         Training programme for Associations and  Cells of our 

Parish by OLCM. Date will be informed later 
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